


assuming any such liability or responsibility by means of the inspection authorized under this 
Ordinance. 

ARTICLE THREE 

SOLAR COLLECTION SYSTEMS (COMMERCIAL AND UTILITY SCALE) 

3.1 SITE CONSIDERATIONS. 

(a) Lot Size. The minimum lot size required for a solar collection facility shall be ten (10) 
acres. This excludes any proposed solar collection facility to be installed on an existing 
or a proposed building.

(b) Glint and Glare. Solar components must have a UL listing and must be designed with 
anti-reflective coating(s). All construction shall be in compliance with the National 
Electric Code and the Georgia State Minimum Standard Building Code (IBC). The 
developer shall graphically demonstrate to the Candler County Board of Commissioners 
through the use of renderings, photographs or similar credible media that the proposed 
solar collection device or combination of devices shall be designed and located to avoid 
glare or reflection onto adjacent properties and adjacent roadways and shall not interfere 
with traffic or create a safety hazard. Screening, using fencing and/or vegetative buffers, 
shall be provided along all sides that do not collect energy to limit the visual impact of 
the site and minimize glare issues. Panels are to be located and situated so that glare 
does not create a distraction or nuisance to traffic or adjacent residential properties. An 
engineer or qualified consultant statement that glint and glare will not be offensive to 
residents and traffic must be submitted.

(c) Screening. The solar energy facility shall be fully screened from adjoining properties and 
adjacent roads by installation of a earthen berm which shall have a minimum height of 
eight (8) feet and evergreen buffer within 300 feet of the solar energy system. The 
evergreen buffer shall consist of two (2) rows capable of reaching a height of fifty (50) 
feet, with at least 75 percent opacity at the time of planting. Within all required buffers, 
equipment shall also be screened fenced with opaque screening to restrict unauthorized 
access for added security. Screening shall consist of a minimum of eight-foot opaque 
fence ( color chosen by staff) around the perimeter of the solar energy facility with the 
addition of shrubbery, or trees. Landscaping and buffers must be routinely maintained on 
a quarterly basis for the duration of the operation of the solar collection facility so as to 
maintain its original designed appearance. A berm shall be defined as an earthen mound 
or embankment designed to provide visual interest, screen views, reduce noise or fulfill 
other such purposes.

(d) Setbacks. A minimum building setback of 250 feet measured from the nearest point of 
the property line of the parcel upon which the solar collection system is to be located to 
any appurtenant components and structures of the solar collection facility if adjacent to 
residential properties. A minimum building setback of 100 feet measured from the 
nearest point of the property line of the parcel upon which the solar collection system is 
to be located to any appurtenant components and structures of the solar collection facility
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if adjacent to non-residential properties. A minimum setback of 65 feet from public right­
of-ways is required for ground-mounted systems. This excludes any proposed solar 
collection facility to be installed on an existing or a proposed building. An evergreen 
buffer of 50' shall be required and maintained to limit the visual impact of the project/site 
from adjoining residential properties. The specific type of vegetation will be common 
for the area and be of a height at maturity to obscure the fence. In the event any portion 
of the buffer dies or is destroyed, it shall be replaced using comparable species and 
height of the existing buffer. 

( e) Height Limitations. Freestanding solar panels that are ground-mounted shall not exceed
10' feet in height above the ground. No structure shall exceed a height greater than 25'
feet, except for existing poles and overhead wiring. This is measured from the finished
grade at the base of the structure to its highest point.

(f) Storm Water and Sedimentation Control Requirements. All solar collection systems
shall comply with storm water and erosion and sedimentation control plan requirements

in accordance with Georgia Department of Natural Resources Environmental Protection
Division (DNR-EPD) general construction storm water National Pollution Discharge and

Elimination System (NPDES) permit requirements.

(g) Wetlands and Stream Buffer Considerations. If applicable, all solar collection systems
shall comply with setback requirements for wetlands in accordance with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and stream buffers in accordance with Georgia DNR-EPD
requirements.

(h) Interconnection Lines. All power lines from a ground-mounted solar collection system
shall be located underground, excluding existing utilities.

(i) Noise Level Limitations. Inverter noise shall not exceed 30 decibels at the property line.

(j) Airport. Solar panels shall not be placed in the vicinity of any airport in a manner that 
would interfere with airport flight patterns. 

(k) Other. Other conditions that provide adequate protection for adjacent residential

properties may be deemed reasonable and appropriate for the type of system, and may be
added by the Candler County Board of Commissioners from time to time as the Board
deems fit.

ARTICLE FOUR 

SOLAR COLLECTION SYSTEMS (RESIDENTIAL SOLAR SYSTEMS) 

4.1 SITE CONSIDERATIONS 

(a) Height and Coverage Limitations. Freestanding solar panels located on the ground shall
not exceed 10' feet in height above the ground. Roof-mounted panels shall not extend
beyond the perimeter of the building on which the system is mounted or constructed.
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Roof- or building- mounted solar systems shall not cover more than eighty (80) percent 
of the roof area. The panels shall not be located within three (3) feet of any peak, eave, 
or valley of the roof to maintain pathways of accessibility. Elevation drawings must be 
submitted to show: 

(1) The highest finished slope of the solar collector and the slope of the finished roof
surface on which it is mounted.

(2) The overall layout of the panels with the distance to the roof edge and any parapets

on the building.

(a) Design Review and Certification. Systems located on the roof shall provide, as part of 
their permit application, evidence of design review and structural certification if the slope 
of the panel differs from the roof pitch. All panels on commercial roofs shall provide this 
information regardless of slopes, as well as any residential roof with greater than fifty
(50) percent coverage.

(b) Warning Signage. The manufacturers' or installers' identification and appropriate 
warning signage shall be posted on or near the panels in a clearly visible manner. 
Furthermore, a sign shall be placed at every entry and exit gate of the collection facility 
which contains a 24-hour telephone number of personnel to contact by citizens or 
emergency personnel in the event of an emergency. The subject sign shall be 4 ft by 8 ft 
m size.

(c) Notification to Electric Company. No solar energy system shall be installed until 
evidence has been given to the Candler County Board of Commissioners that the electric 
company has been informed of the customers' intent to install an interconnected 
customer-owned generator. Off grid systems shall be exempt from this requirement.

(d) Panels Used by Someone Other Than Owner of Real Property. Any panels installed to be 
used by someone other than the owner of the real property shall provide a notarized 
affidavit or evidence of agreement between the lot owner and facility's owner or operator 
confirming that the facility owner or operator has permission of the property owner to 
install and utilize solar panels.

ARTICLE FIVE 

OPERATIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 

5.1 ELECTRICAL DISCONNECT. 

The electrical disconnect switch shall be clearly identified and accessible at all times to 
emergency personnel. The owner must file a map with the Candler County Emergency 
Management Agency depicting where the disconnect switch is located. The owner shall supply 
all emergency contact information to emergency personnel to have on file. 
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