
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF CANDLER COUNTY, GEORGIA 
AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING 
5:00 P.M. 

April 1, 2024 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance, Jaxson Douglas, Candler County 4-H Junior Board President 
 

3. Approval of Agenda 
 

4. Department Reports 
a. Metter Fire Department – Jason Douglas, Metter Fire Chief 
b. EMS – Xavier Winkler, EMS Director 
c. Roads & Bridges – Jerry Lanier, Public Works Superintendent 
d. Solid Waste – Robert Hendrix, Landfill Manager 
e. Recreation – Mike Robins, Recreation Dept. Director 
f. Sheriff’s Office – Monthly Statistics Report 
g. Tax Assessor’s Office – Monthly Permits Report 

 
5. Citizens wishing to address the Commission – Citizens will be allowed to address the commission 

individually for a period of up to 5 minutes.  
a. Comments on proposed zoning ordinance 

i. Melissa Krack, 285 Memphis Rd  
ii. Mark Maddalena, 1741 Reid Circle 

 
6. Application for Commission approval, permit, or variance – 

 
7. Financial Report 

 
8. Approval of Minutes –  

a. March 4, 1st Regular Meeting 
b. March 18, 2024 2nd Regular Meeting 
c. March 19, 2024 Listening Session-Draft Zoning Ordinance 

 
9. Old Business 

a. Consideration of a proposed Manufactured Home Ordinance 
b. Consideration of a proposed Manufactured Home Park and Tiny Home Ordinance 
c. Consideration of a proposed Tiny Home Ordinance 
d. Discussion regarding the proposed Candler County Zoning Ordinance 

 
10. New Business 

a. Consideration of a request from Family Connection of Candler County, Inc. for the Board of 
Commissioners of Candler County to enter into an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) to serve 
as the federal grant sub-recipient for a grant in the amount of $30,000 as part of the Georgia 
Rape Prevention and Education: Sexual Violence Prevention grant award (CFDA Number 
93.136)  

b. Consideration of a request from the City of Metter for the Board of Commissioners to authorize 
Candler County Public Works to assist in the demolition of the existing Metter Fire Station 
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c. Consideration of a request from the County Administrator for authorization to apply for 
additional Local Road Assistance Administration Funds (LRA) as allowed in the amended fiscal 
year 2024 budget for the state of Georgia; funding to be applied for to be $608,172.23 to be 
applied to the 2023 LMIG project (MacWac Lake Rd, Fortner Rd, Salem Church Rd) to offset 
the proposed TIA discretionary expense  

d. Consideration of a personal expense proposal for FY25 budget year between the University of 
Georgia and the Board of Commissioners for funding for the UGA Extension Office and Candler 
County 4H personnel 

e. Consideration of a request from the County Administrator for funding of not more than $5,000 to 
be paid from ARPA funds for improvements to the Administration Building meeting room 

 
11. Report from Chairman 

 
12. Report from County Administrator 

 
13. Report from Attorney 

 
14. Reports from Commissioners 

 
15. Executive Session 

a. Consideration of an appointment to the Heart of Georgia Regional Advisory Board  
 

16. Adjournment 
 



Board of Commissioners of Candler County 

Regular Meeting 

April 1, 2024 

5:00 p.m. 

The Board of Commissioners of Candler County met for the regular monthly meeting on Monday, April 

1, 2024, at 5:00 p.m., in the Commissioners’ boardroom at 1075 East Hiawatha Street, Suite A, Metter, 

Georgia. Chairman Glyn Thrift presided with Vice-Chairman Blake Hendrix, Commissioners Gregory 

Thomas, Jeff Register and David Robinson in attendance. Also attending were County Administrator 

Bryan Aasheim, County Attorney Kendall Gross and County Clerk Kellie Lank. The Metter Advertiser 

was notified of the meeting, Jerri Goodman attended.  

 

Guests attending this meeting included: Candler County Public Works Superintendent, Jerry Lanier; 

Landfill Supervisor, Robert Hendrix; City of Metter Fire Department, Chief Jason Douglas; Candler 

County EMS Director, Xavier Winkler; Candler County Sheriff John Miles and Captain Justin Wells; 

Candler County Ag Extension Office, Susannah Lanier accompanied, Junior Board 4-H President Jaxson 

Douglas. 

 

Citizens attending the meeting included:  Alavaro Morales, Brad Jones, Jimmy Braddy, Chris Billingsley, 

Donald Krack, Melissa Krack, Tre’ Ross, Grady Franklin, Walter & Annette Roberts, Robert & Wilma 

Hutchins, Jackie Merritt, Donna Johnson, , Jeremy & Kelly Johnson, Kevin Penn, Michell Penn, Baylee 

Penn, Carol Page, Charles Page, Barbara Johnson, Aubry Tapley, Lex Bazemore, Gabe Krack, Danielle 

Krack, Della & Jerry Cowart, Harold Lynn, Bob Bostwick, Mark Maddalena, Curtis Barlow, Dalante 

Hicks, Franne Barlow, Jonathan Williamson, Chad & Debbie Wallace, Anne Childs, Crystal Kessler, 

Michael Jackson, Jean Lanier, Tim Spencer, Dixie Odom, Jackie Deal, Andy Bryant, Bobby Joe Houston 

Sr., Laurie Martinez, Tonya Berry,Chris Berry, Vaugn Lanier, Kris Story, Pam Brantley, C.L. & Dove 

Boatright, Bill Mercer, Dana Googe, Bonita Friskew, Brittney Jones, Peggy Mock, Howard Googe, Bruce 

Strough, Sarah Grimes, Jessica Mock, Gene Collins, George Vaughn, David Smith, Carmen Smith, Paul 

Scott and Frank D. Sardo 

 

Call to Order  

Chairman Thrift called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

Chairman Thrift called on Candler County 4-H Junior Board President, Jaxson Douglas, to deliver the 

invocation and lead the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Approval of the Agenda 

Mr. Aasheim requested the agenda be amended to modify and add the following item: 

 

10. New Business 

d. Consideration of a personnel expense proposal for FY25 budget year between the 

University of Georgia and the Board of Commissioners for funding for the UGA 

Extension Office and Candler County 4H personnel 

e. Consideration of a request from the County Administrator for funding of not more 

than $5,000 to be paid from ARPA funds for improvements to the Administration 

Building meeting room 



Commissioner Robinson made a motion to approve the agenda as requested. Vice-Chairman Hendrix 

provided a second. The motion carried 5-0. 

 

Department Reports 

Recreation – Mike Robins, Recreation Dept. Director 

Coach Robins reported that 2024 Opening Day was a rainout; the playground equipment has been 

ordered; the new bleachers have been delivered, but still waiting for the safety rails; a fire from a light 

pole over the soccer field; and, the fence has been ordered. 

   

Metter Fire Department – Jason Douglas, Metter Fire Chief (Exhibit A) 

• Calls were up last month 

• Received two grants for turnout gear 

• Fire Committee meeting at the Fire Station tomorrow 

EMS – Xzavier Winkler, EMS Director 

Director Winkler presented the March EMS transport and financial reports. (Exhibit B) 

• Custom Trucks has the new ambulance placed on backorder; new delivery date is Summer 2025. 

ARPA funding is committed to purchase this ambulance 

• Chairman Thrift thanked Director Winkler and the EMS staff for the tribute for Martha Sherman 

present during her funeral presession. Ms. Sherman was a former veteran employee of Candler 

County EMS.   

Roads & Bridges – Jerry Lanier, Public Works Superintendent 

Superintendent Lanier reported the DOC Detail crew is on the second round of litter pickup; bridges are 

trimmed and drains are cleaned out; pipe repairs on several roads. 

 

Solid Waste – Robert Hendrix, Landfill Manager 

Mr. Hendrix reported on garbage and debris coming into the landfill at a regular rate. He requested an 

update on the financial assurance letter and Administrator Aasheim will follow up with the auditor to 

confirm.  

 

Administrator Aasheim stated he had been notified there are too many people to safely have inside of the 

building. He explained this is a regular county commissioner meeting with the agenda being posted a 

week before hand and anyone wishing to address the Board of Commissioners during a meeting needs to 

contact the administration office and make a formal request to be added to the agenda. He then stated if 

anyone is not on the agenda, there will not be time for additional people to speak this evening aside from 

the two people who had formally requested to be placed on this meeting’s agenda. Administrator Aasheim 

concluded saying that the County intends to hold another listening session to hear public comments on 

zoning and encouraged the people to make their request to be added to that agenda.  

 

At 5:18 p.m. the crowd of people became vocal and unruly, Administrator Aasheim exited the boardroom 

and entered the hallway where other citizens were standing to attempt to repeat his comments about the 

future zoning public hearing and the appropriate process to be allowed to speak during the meetings, 

simultaneously attempting to disperse the overcrowding within the building. Meanwhile, Attorney Gross 

and the Commissioners attempted to quieten the temperaments of the citizens remaining in the 

boardroom. Administrator Aasheim reentered the boardroom at 5:47 p.m.  

 



Chairman Thrift called for the wishes of the Commission be voiced on holding a second public listening 

session on zoning and creating a social media platform to further notify the public of future Candler 

County Commission meetings.  

 

Commissioner Robinson made a motion to hold a public listening session on Wednesday, April 24th at 

5:30 p.m. to hear public comments on zoning at the Wilcox Auditorium. Commissioner Thomas provided 

a second. The motion carried 5-0.  

 

Administrator Aasheim presented the Sheriff’s statistics report and the Tax Assessor’s Office permit 

reports. 

 

Citizens wishing to address the Commission - Citizens will be allowed to address the commission 

individually for a period of up to 5 minutes.   

a. Comments on proposed zoning ordinance 

i. Melissa Krack, 285 Memphis Road 

Melissa Krack approached the podium to voice her concerns and read a prepared speech. Mrs. Krack 

spoke from 5:59 p.m. to 6:04 p.m. 

ii. Mark Maddalena, 1741 Reid Circle 

Mark Maddalena, a new resident to Candler County, approached the podium to communicate his thoughts 

both pros and cons on zoning. He then thanked the commission for their service to the community. Mr. 

Maddalena spoke from 6:05 p.m. to 6:08 pm. 

 

Application for Commission approval, permit or variance –  

There were no permits or approvals requested. 

 

Financial Report – February 2024 (Exhibit C) 

• March 2024 SPLOST $194,886.06. The County’s portion came to $109,136.20. 

• The remainder of the financial report will be available during the April 15th meeting. 

Approval of the Minutes –  
• March 4, 2024 1st Regular Monthly Meeting 
• March 18, 2024 2nd Regular Monthly Meeting 
• March 19, 2024 Listening Session – Draft Zoning Ordinance 

Commissioner Robinson made a motion to table the minutes.  Vice-Chairman Hendrix provided a second. 

The motion carried 5-0. 

 

Old Business 

a. Consideration of a Proposed Manufactured Home Ordinance 

Administrator Aasheim presented an updated Manufactured Home Ordinance that is consistent with the 

provisions of the proposed Zoning Ordinance. Those grammatical changes have been made to this 

proposal and the final ordinance is ready for the Commission’s consideration for adoption.  

 

Commissioner Thomas made a motion to adopt the proposed Manufactured Home Ordinance. Chairman 

Thrift provided a second. The motion carried 4-1, with Commissioner Robinson voting against the 

motion. (Exhibit D) 

 

b. Consideration of a Proposed Manufactured Home Park and Tiny House Park Ordinance 



Administrator Aasheim presented, as with the prior item, this ordinance has been reviewed and changed 

to be consistent with the proposed Zoning Ordinance. The requested changes have been implemented 

within the final draft of the proposed Manufactured Home Park and Tiny House Park Ordinance as 

presented. 

 

Vice-Chairman Hendrix made a motion to adopt the proposed Manufactured Home Park and Tiny House 

Park Ordinance. Commissioner Register provided a second. The motion carried 4-1, with Commissioner 

Robinson voting against the motion. (Exhibit E) 

 

c. Consideration of a Proposed Tiny House Ordinance 

Administrator Aasheim presented the proposed Tiny House Ordinance for the Commission’s 

consideration. This is a new ordinance that currently does not exist within the unincorporated area of 

Candler County. At the request of the Commission, this ordinance has been prepared and designed to be 

consistent with the Proposed Zoning Ordinance.  

 

Vice-Chairman Hendrix made a motion to adopt the proposed Tiny House Ordinance. Commissioner 

Thomas provided a second. The motion carried 4-1, with Commissioner Robinson voting against the 

motion. (Exhibit F) 

 

d. Discussion regarding the proposed Candler County Zoning Ordinance 

Administrator Aasheim presented a detailed memorandum regarding the proposed zoning ordinance that 

included public comment and concerns brought to his attention by concerned citizens. He included 

articles and section from the proposed Zoning Ordinance that are relative to the issues as well as staff 

comment for each. Administrator Aasheim recommended some of these issues be discussed. He then 

requested the Commissioners provide input as to when they would prefer examining these issues one by 

one during this meeting, or possibly during a meeting that will follow the April 24th Public Listening 

Session after more information is gathered. The consensus of the Commission was to schedule this item 

be addressed at another meeting following the April 24th Public Listening Session.  

 

New Business 

a) Consideration of a request from Family Connection of Candler County, Inc. for the Board of 

Commissioners of Candler County to enter into an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) to 

serve as the federal grant sub-recipient for a grant in the amount of $30,000 as part of the 

Georgia Rape Prevention and Education: Sexual Violence Prevention grant award (CFDA 

Number 93.136)  

Administrator Aasheim presented a request from Family Connection of Candler County, Inc. for the Board 

of Commissioners of Candler County to enter into an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) to serve as the 

federal grant sub-recipient for a grant in the amount of $30,000 as part of the Georgia Rape Prevention and 

Education: Sexual Violence Prevention grant award (CFDA Number 93.136). He explained the county 

currently serves as the “fiscal agent” for two state funded grants operating through Family Connections. 

The arrangement allows the county to serve as the financial arm, but oversight for the employees’ program 

is provided through the Family Connections board of directors. This federal grant program requirement 

differs from the two state grant programs as it requires the county to be the sub-contractor and meet the 

requirements as stated. Further, Administrator Aasheim explained he did not recommend the Commission 

approve this request as he was not comfortable with the County being the subrecipient of these funds and 

also having to manage and meet the grant requirement in the structure we are currently setup in.   



 

Commissioner Robinson made a motion not to approve this request from Family Connection of Candler 

County, Inc. for the Board of Commissioners of Candler County to enter into an Intergovernmental 

Agreement (IGA) to serve as the federal grant sub-recipient for a grant in the amount of $30,000 as part of 

the Georgia Rape Prevention and Education: Sexual Violence Prevention grant award (CFDA Number 

93.136). Commissioner Register provided a second. The motion carried 5-0.   

 

b) Consideration of a request from the City of Metter for the Board of Commissioners to authorize 

Candler County Public Works to assist in the demolition of the existing Metter Fire Station 

Administrator Aasheim presented a request from the City of Metter for the Board of Commissioners to 

authorize Candler County Public Works to assist in the demolition of the existing Metter Fire Station. 

Concerns were expressed by County Attorney Gross and Administrator Aasheim.  

 

Commissioner Hendrix made a motion to authorize Administrator Aasheim to negotiate with the City of 

Metter and County Attorney Gross to draft an intergovernmental agreement to be signed by Candler 

County and the City of Metter before considering this request. Commissioner Robinson provided a 

second. The motion carried 5-0. 

 

c) Consideration of a request from the County Administrator for authorization to apply for 

additional Local Road Assistance Administration Funds (LRA) as allowed in the amended fiscal 

year 2024 budget for the state of Georgia; funding to be applied for to be $608,172.23 to be 

applied to the 2023 LMIG project (MacWac Lake Rd, Fortner Rd, Salem Church Rd) to offset 

the proposed TIA discretionary expense  

Administrator Aasheim requested the Commissioners consider authorizing him to apply for additional 

Local Road Assistance Administration Funds (LRA) as allowed in the amended fiscal year 2024 budget 

for the state of Georgia; funding to be applied for to be $608,172.23 to be applied to the 2023 LMIG 

project (MacWac Lake Rd, Fortner Rd, Salem Church Rd) to offset the proposed TIA discretionary 

expense. 

 

Chairman Thrift made a motion to authorize the County Administrator for authorization to apply for 

additional Local Road Assistance Administration Funds (LRA) as allowed in the amended fiscal year 

2024 budget for the state of Georgia; funding to be applied for to be $608,172.23 to be applied to the 

2023 LMIG project (MacWac Lake Rd, Fortner Rd, Salem Church Rd) to offset the proposed TIA 

discretionary expense. Commissioner Thomas provided a second. The motion carried 5-0. (Exhibit G)  

 

d) Consideration of a personnel expense proposal for FY25 budget year between the University of 

Georgia and the Board of Commissioners for funding for the UGA Extension Office and 

Candler County 4H personnel 

Administrator Aasheim requested the Commissioners consider a personnel expense proposal for FY25 

budget year between the University of Georgia and the Board of Commissioners for funding for the UGA 

Extension Office and Candler County 4H personnel.   

 

Chairman Thrift made a motion to approve a personnel expense proposal for FY25 budget year between 

the University of Georgia and the Board of Commissioners for funding for the UGA Extension Office and 

Candler County 4H personnel. Commissioner Thomas provided a second. The motion carried 5-0. 

(Exhibit H) 



 

e) Consideration of a request from the County Administrator for funding of not more than $5,000 

to be paid from ARPA funds for improvements to the Administration Building meeting room 

Administrator Aasheim requested the Commission consider funding not more than $5,000 to be paid from 

ARPA funds for improvements to the Administration Building meeting room. 

 

Commissioner Thomas approved the request for $5,000 funded from ARPA for improvements to the 

Administration Building meeting room. Vice-Chairman Hendrix provided a second. The motion carried 

5-0.  

 

Report from Chairman 

Chairman Thrift had nothing to report at this meeting.  

 

Report from County Administrator 

Administrator Aasheim requested the Commissioner consider an appointment to the Heart of Georgia 

Regional Advisory Board to replace former Commissioner Brad Jones who had served on this board. 

Vice-Chairman Hendrix volunteered to serve in this capacity.  

 

Chairman Thrift made a motion to appoint Vice-Chairman Blake Hendrix to fill the vacant position on the 

Heart of Georgia Regional Advisory Board. Commissioner Thomas provided a second. The motion 

carried 4-0, with Vice-Chairman Hendrix abstaining. 

 

Report from the County Attorney 

Attorney Gross had nothing to report at this meeting.  

 

Reports from Commissioners 

Commissioner Thomas representing Commission District 1, inquired when Sikes Brothers will start 

on the resurfacing of Salem Church Road project.  

Commissioner Jeff Register District 2, had nothing to report. 

Commissioner Robinson representing Commission District 3, had no county business to report.  

Vice-Chairman Hendrix representing Commissioner District 4, stated he had previously met with 

several people who attended the meeting tonight.  

 

Executive Session  

No executive session was called at this meeting.  

 

Adjournment 

Commissioner Register moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:07 p.m. Commissioner Thomas provided a 

second to the motion. The motion carried 5-0.  

 

 

 

 

____________________________   _____________________________ 

Maranda K. Lank, Clerk    Chairman, Glyn Thrift  

Attest   
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FY23
Industrial 
Authority Hospital Net Remaining Metter Pulaski County

July 166,628.20$        -$                      33,325.64$    133,302.56$         53,321.02$       5,332.10$           74,649.43$         
August 152,995.15$        -$                      30,599.03$    122,396.12$         48,958.45$       4,895.84$           68,541.83$         
September 158,332.72$        -$                      31,666.54$    126,666.18$         50,666.47$       5,066.65$           70,933.06$         
October 157,835.27$        -$                      31,567.05$    126,268.22$         50,507.29$       5,050.73$           70,710.20$         
November 160,655.65$        32,131.13$    128,524.52$         51,409.81$       5,140.98$           71,973.73$         
December ProRata 488.96$                97.79$            391.17$                 156.47$             15.65$                 219.05$              
December 153,101.28$        30,620.26$    122,481.02$         48,992.41$       4,899.24$           68,589.37$         
January 162,575.30$        32,515.06$    130,060.24$         52,024.10$       5,202.41$           72,833.73$         
February 152,498.13$        54,541.02$          -$                97,957.11$           39,182.84$       3,918.28$           54,855.98$         
March 144,260.13$        144,260.13$        -$                -$                       -$                   -$                     -$                     
April 165,921.53$        165,921.53$        -$                -$                       -$                   -$                     -$                     
May 168,365.52$        135,277.32$        -$                33,088.20$           13,235.28$       1,323.53$           18,529.39$         
June ProRata 360.02$                -$                360.02$                 144.01$            14.40$                 201.61$              
June 160,394.02$        -$                160,394.02$         64,157.61$       6,415.76$           89,820.65$        

Totals 1,904,411.88$     500,000.00$        222,522.51$  1,181,889.37$      472,755.75$     47,275.57$         661,858.05$      

FY24
Industrial 
Authority Hospital Net Remaining Metter Pulaski County

July 170,900.40$        -$                      -$                170,900.40$         68,360.16$       6,836.02$           95,704.22$         
August 162,265.72$        -$                      -$                162,265.72$         64,906.29$       6,490.63$           90,868.80$         
September 163,356.86$        -$                      -$                163,356.86$         65,342.74$       6,534.27$           91,479.84$         
October 166,618.39$        -$                      -$                166,618.39$         66,647.36$       6,664.74$           93,306.29$         
November 160,401.30$        -$                      -$                160,401.30$         64,160.52$       6,416.05$           89,824.73$         
December ProRata 325.92$                -$                      -$                325.92$                 130.37$             13.04$                 182.52$              
December 163,671.95$        -$                      -$                163,671.95$         65,468.78$       6,546.88$           91,656.29$         
January 182,057.35$        -$                      -$                182,057.35$         72,822.94$       7,282.29$           101,952.12$      
February 166,286.67$        -$                      -$                166,286.67$         66,514.67$       6,651.47$           93,120.54$         
March 194,886.06$        -$                      -$                194,886.06$         77,954.42$       7,795.44$           109,136.20$      
April -$                      -$                      -$                -$                       -$                   -$                     -$                     
May -$                      -$                      -$                -$                       -$                   -$                     -$                     
June ProRata -$                      -$                      -$                -$                       -$                   -$                     -$                    
June -$                      -$                      -$                -$                       -$                   -$                     -$                    

Totals 1,530,770.62$     -$                      -$                1,530,770.62$      612,308.25$     61,230.82$         857,231.55$      
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