
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF CANDLER COUNTY, GEORGIA 

AGENDA  

REGULAR MEETING  

5:00 P.M.  

June 17, 2024 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

 

3. Approval of Agenda 

 

4. Financial Report – May 2024 

 

5. Citizens wishing to address the Commission – Citizens will be allowed to address the commission 

individually for a period of up to 5 minutes. 

 

6. Application for Commission approval, permit, or variance – 

a. Radio Jones, LLC (Dennis Jones, Owner) – Parcel #069 033 – Cal Maine Rd: Application for a 

variance to the Candler County Telecommunications Tower ordinance, Section 4.3, Setbacks & 

Separation, for the purpose of installation of radio broadcast tower at a height of approximately 

750 ft. 

b. Silicon Ranch, LLC (Patrick Ferrell, Senior Associate) – Parcel #039 002; Riedesel Forest, LTD, 

C/O James Resource Management, LLC – Canoochee Rd: Submission, discussion and review of 

information required under Article Six, Application Requirements, of the Candler County Solar 

Facility Ordinance 

i. Consideration of a request from Silicon Ranch, LLC for the Board of Commissioners of 

Candler County, Georgia to adopt a resolution to approve a solar collection facility project 

 

7. Approval of Minutes – 
a. June 3, 2024, FY25 Budget Public Hearing 

b. June 3, 2024 1st Regular Meeting 

 

8. Old Business 

a. Discussion regarding the proposed Candler County Zoning Ordinance 

b. Consideration of a request from the City of Metter to utilize the Candler County Public Building 

Authority to issue revenue bonds for the purpose of constructing the Metter Fire Station 

 

9. New Business 

a. Consideration of a resolution to adopt the proposed fiscal year 2025 operating, special revenues 

and capital budgets, to set the anticipated revenues and expenditures for all funds, divisions and 

offices, and to set the legal level of budgetary control 

b. Consideration of a resolution to adopt a proposed budget amendment to the fiscal year 2024 

budget 

c. Consideration of bids submitted and engineering recommendations for the 2024 Local 

Maintenance and Improvement Grant (LMIG) project to resurface Canoochee Rd from GA Hwy 

46 to GA Hwy 121, repair and replace bridge section approaches on Dutch Ford Rd, Repair and 

Level designated area of Excelsior Church Rd, and provide safety striping for Olliftown Rd 

d. Consideration of contractor proposals for completion of a landfill surface drainage project at the 

Candler County closed MSW landfill location 

e. Consideration of an Indigent Defense Memorandum of Agreement in lieu of standard contract 

as presented by Brandi Payne, Public Defender 

 

 



BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF CANDLER COUNTY, GEORGIA 

AGENDA  

REGULAR MEETING  

5:00 P.M.  

June 17, 2024 

10. Report from Chairman 

 

11. Report from County Administrator 

 

12. Report from Attorney 

 

13. Reports from Commissioners 

 

14. Executive Session 

 
15. Appointments 

a. Candler County Planning & Zoning Board – to fill a seat vacated by Mr. Carlos Morales 

 

16. Adjournment 



Board of Commissioners of Candler County 

Monday, June 17, 2024 

5:00 p.m. 

 

The Board of Commissioners of Candler County met for the regular monthly meeting on Monday, June 

17, 2024, at 5:00 p.m., in the Commissioners’ boardroom at 1075 East Hiawatha Street, Suite A, Metter, 

Georgia. Chairman Glyn Thrift presided with Vice-Chairman Blake Hendrix, Commissioners Gregory 

Thomas, Jonathan Williamson and David Robinson in attendance. Also attending were County 

Administrator Bryan Aasheim, County Clerk Kellie Lank and County Attorney Kendall Gross and 

Assistant Attorney Cindy Delgado.  Jerri Goodman represented the Metter Advertiser.  

 

The following guests were present at the meeting:  Dan Chicola, Tre’ Ross, Brad Jones, Victoria Gaitten, 

Tim Spencer, Lillie Howell, Patrick Ferrell and Conner Eckles. 

 

Call to Order 

Chairman Thrift called the meeting to order at 5:03p.m. 

 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

Commissioner Thomas delivered the invocation and Chairman Thrift led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

 

Approval of the Agenda 

Administrator Aasheim requested the agenda be amended to add the following item: 

9. New Business 

e. Consideration of an Indigent Defense Memorandum of Agreement in lieu of 

standard contract as presented by Brandi Payne, Public Defender 

Vice-Chairman Hendrix made a motion to amend the agenda as requested. Commissioner Robinson 

provided a second. The motion carried 5-0.  

 

Financial Report – (Exhibit A) 

• General Fund Operating Accounts and Synovus Investment Accounts total $5,438,660.95. 

• Landfill Closure and Synovus Investment Accounts total $2,086,413.71. The annual $80,000 

transfer has been made from the General Operating Account into the Landfill Closure Account. 

• ARPA down to $431,273.95, and the bulk of this account will pay for the ambulance in Summer 

of 2025. 

• LMIG balance is $832,245.39. 

• 2018 SPLOST total is $1,103,584.40. 

• 2024 SPLOST 1ST payment received in June, $179,412.59. 

• Jail Construction Fund 360 balance total is $9,223,957.53. 

• Health Insurance Fund 601 balance total is $1,430,550.35. 

• Tax revenues real property is currently at $3,739,015.04 which 112% of anticipated revenues of 

$3,350,000.00. The total revenue exceeds expectation at 103% collected at month end.  

• Expenditures are running as expected at the end of May at 92%. 

• FY24 budget amendment is on the agenda for consideration to true up before end of fiscal year.  

 

 



Citizens wishing to address the Commission 

There were no citizens signed up requesting to address the Commission at this meeting. 

 

Application for Commission approval, permit or variance –  

a. Radio Jones, LLC (Dennis Jones, Owner) – Parcel #069 033 – Cal Maine Rd: Application 

for a variance to the Candler County Telecommunications Tower ordinance, Section 4.3, 

Setbacks & Separation, for the purpose of installation of radio broadcast tower at a height 

of approximately 750 ft. 

Administrator Aasheim requested this item be removed from the agenda due to Dennis Jones not being 

present yet again on behalf of his application for variance.  

 

Vice-Chairman Hendrix made a motion to remove this item from the agenda until further notice. 

Commissioner Williamson provided a second. The motion carried 5-0.  

 

b. Silicon Ranch, LLC (Patrick Ferrell, Senior Associate) – Parcel #039 002; Riedesel Forest, 

LTD, C/O James Resource Management, LLC – Canoochee Rd: Submission, discussion and 

review of information required under Article Six, Application Requirements, of the Candler 

County Solar Facility Ordinance 

Administrator Aasheim invited Conner Eckles up to deliver a presentation for Silicon Ranch LLC who 

proposes to construct an 80-megawatt facility on approximately 1,028 acres of land off of Canoochee 

Road. Silicon Ranch has submitted a package in response to the requirements of the Solar Collection 

Facility Ordinance. 

 

Conner Eckles and Patrick Ferrell appeared before the Commissioner to deliver the presentation.  Mr. 

Eckles addressed the commission and spoke on the first part of the slide presentation. He then turned the 

second portion of the presentation over to Patrick Ferrell to conclude and lay a foundation for the reason 

for providing a resolution for the Commissioners to consider adopting that will allow Silicon Ranch, 

LLC can move forward with the project.  

***Vice-Chairman Hendrix left the meeting and did not return*** 

i. Consideration of a request from Silicon Ranch, LLC for the Board of Commissioners 

of Candler County, Georgia to adopt a resolution to approve a solar collection facility 

project 

Administrator Aasheim and Attorney Gross advised the commission not to sign resolution. Administrator 

Aasheim will provide a letter of compliance regarding the solar ordinance application requirements to 

Silicon Ranch. After a conversation of untimely request of the and the proposed zoning ordinance, staff 

recommendations were to table this item.  

 

Chairman Thrift made a motion to table this item until the July 1st meeting. Commissioner Thomas 

provided a second. The motion carried 4-0. 

 

Approval of the Minutes –  

June 3, 2024, FY25 Budget Public Hearing and June 3, 2024 1st  Regular Meeting 

There were no minutes available to approve. No action was taken on this item.  

 

 

 



Old Business  

a. Discussion regarding the proposed Candler County Zoning Ordinance 

Administrator Aasheim requested guidance on Section 308 and stated that with the changes made thus 

far the chart needs to be modified to be coordinate with the permitted uses.  There was discussion 

regarding the Section 308. Lot Deeded to Family Member.  The board reached consensus to leave the 

modified language as stated and allow a minimum lot size for this purpose at one (1) acre. 

 

Commissioner Robinson made a motion to table this item. Commissioner Thomas provided a second. 

The motion carried 4-0.  

 

b. Consideration of a request from the City of Metter to utilize the Candler County Public 

Building Authority to issue revenue bonds for the purpose of constructing the Metter Fire 

Station 

Administrator Aasheim informed the Board that the City of Metter had the item on the agenda, but has 

not received notification of action taken. City councilwoman Victoria Gaitten said the City Council did 

vote on this item, and a letter had circulated in the councils’ mailbox. After a conversation, the 

consensus of the Commission was to hold off until the letter is officially presented to the County 

Commissioners office.   

Commissioner Thomas made a motion to table request from the City of Metter to utilize the Candler 

County Public Building Authority to issue revenue bonds for the purpose of constructing the Metter Fire 

Station. Chairman Thrift provided a second. The motion carried 4-0.  

 

New Business 

a. Consideration of a resolution to adopt the proposed fiscal year 2025 operating, special 

revenues and capital budgets, to set the anticipated revenues and expenditures for all funds, 

divisions and offices, and to set the legal level of budgetary control 

Administrator Aasheim presented a resolution to adopt the proposed fiscal year 2025 operating, special 

revenues and capital budgets, to set the anticipated revenues and expenditures for all funds, divisions 

and offices, and to set the legal level of budgetary control. He then thanked everyone for participating 

in the aggressive schedule and commended the offices and departments for working diligently to get 

their budget request turned in. He then invited any questions on the FY25 budget.  

 

Commissioner Thomas made a motion to adopt the FY2025 Budget Resolution. Commissioner 

Robinson provided a second. The motion carried 4-0. (Exhibit B)  

 

b. Consideration of a resolution to adopt a proposed budget amendment to the fiscal year 

2024 budget 

Administrator Aasheim requested the Commission consider a resolution to adopt a proposed 

budget amendment to the fiscal year 2024 budget. Expenditure accounts and funds are listed 

within the amendment for recommended adjustments that are either increases that were approved 

during the year, projects that were approved during the year or unallocated expenditures for 

unexpected costs the County incurred that were not in the original adopted FY2024 budget.  

 

Commissioner Thomas made a motion to adopt a resolution amending the FY2024 Budget. 

Commissioner Robinson provided a second. The motion carried 4-0. (Exhibit C) 

 



c. Consideration of bids submitted and engineering recommendations for the 2024 Local 

Maintenance and Improvement Grant (LMIG) project to resurface Canoochee Rd from GA 

Hwy 46 to GA Hwy 121, repair and replace bridge section approaches on Dutch Ford Rd, 

Repair and Level designated area of Excelsior Church Rd, and provide safety striping for 

Olliftown Rd 

Administrator Aasheim welcomed engineer Dan Chicola and invited him to present bids submitted 

and engineering recommendations for the 2024 Local Maintenance and Improvement Grant (LMIG) 

projects. Mr. Chicola strongly recommended agreeing to the add alternate with grout injection. 

 

 
 

Commissioner Robinson made a motion to accept the bid from McLendon Enterprises, Inc. for 

$831,797.10 to perform the 2024 Local Maintenance and Improvement Grant (LMIG) projects. 

Commissioner Thomas provided a second. The motion carried 4-0.  

 

d. Consideration of contractor proposals for completion of a landfill surface drainage project 

at the Candler County closed MSW landfill location 

Administrator Aasheim presented two bids from Coursey Construction ($18,334.80) and TCO 

Services ($15,500.00) for completion of a landfill surface drainage project at the Candler County 

closed MSW landfill location. Attorney Gross advised the Commission to consider making a motion 

that would depart from the usual bidding policy considering there are only two bids.  

 

Commissioner Thomas made a motion to depart from the usual bidding policy because there are only 

two respondents. Commissioner Robinson provided a second. The motion carried 4-0. 

 

Commissioner Robinson made a motion to accept TCO Services to perform contract work for 

completion of a landfill surface drainage project at the Candler County closed MSW landfill location. 

Commissioner Thomas provided a second. The motion carried 4-0.  

 

e. Consideration of an Indigent Defense Memorandum of Agreement in lieu of standard 

contract as presented by Brandi Payne, Public Defender 

Administrator Aasheim presented an Indigent Defense Memorandum of Agreement provided and 

previously proposed by Brandi Payne of the Public Defender’s Office. Ms. Payne informed the 

Commission of the budget and of the MOA during her request. Administrator Aasheim recommended 

the Commissioners execute the agreement as presented.  

Chairman Thrift made a motion to enter into an Indigent Defense Memorandum of Agreement in lieu of 

standard contract as presented by Brandi Payne, Public Defender. Commissioner Robinson provided a 

second. The motion carried 4-0.  (Exhibit D) 

 

 

Report from Chairman 

Chairman Thrift reported Cal Maine Road is repaired.  



Report from County Administrator 

Administrator Aasheim reported on the following items: 

• Thanked the Commissioners for approving the budget 

• Reported a surplus in the county budget 

• No longer selling pipe at the County Shop effective July 1st 

• Tax Assessor working through appeals 

• Millage rate process needs to be completed no later than October 1st  

• Requested executive session to discuss personnel and litigation on two nuisance claims and item 

15 on the agenda.  

 

Report from the County Attorney 

Attorney Gross had nothing to report.  

 

Reports from Commissioners 

Gregory Thomas (District 1) Commissioner Thomas reported that things are all good in his district. 

Jonathan Williamson (District 2) Commissioner Williamson spoke on speed limit signs on Dutch Ford 

Road.  

David Robinson (District 3) Commissioner Robinson requested a new Aline Community sign. 

Vice-Chairman Blake Hendrix (District 4) Vice-Chairman Hendrix was not present at this part of the 

meeting.   

 

Executive Session 

Commissioner Robinson moved to exit into Executive Session to discuss personnel and litigation at 6:29 

p.m. Commissioner Thomas provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 4-0.  

 

Commissioner Robinson moved to exit Executive Session and reconvene the regular meeting at 6:55 p.m. 

Commissioner Williamson provided a second to the motion. The motion carried 4-0.  

 

Commissioner Robinson moved to authorize the signing of the Closed Meeting Affidavit certifying that 

executive session was for personnel and litigation. Chairman Thrift provided the second to the motion. 

The motion carried 4-0.  

 

Appointments  

c. Candler County Planning & Zoning Board – to fill a seat vacated by Mr. Carlos Morales 

Chairman Thrift made a motion to appoint Jeff Register to fill the vacant seat on the Candler County 

Planning & Zoning Board.  Commissioner Robinson provided the second to the motion.  The motion 

carried 4-0. 

 

Adjournment 

Commissioner Williamson moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  Commissioner Thomas provided 

the second to the motion.  The motion passed 4-0. 

 

____________________________   _____________________________ 

Maranda K. Lank, Clerk    Chairman, Glyn Thrift  

Attest   





Account Number

GENERAL FUND DESCRIPTION BOOK BALANCE BANK BALANCE Difference Notes

100-11-1110               GENERAL FUND QNB (OLD)                       $2,577,203.08 $2,577,203.08 $0.00

100-11-1113 GENERAL FUND CONTINGENCY $18,698.38 $18,698.38 $0.00

100-11-1114 GENERAL FUND EFT RECEIPTS $90,999.55 $90,999.55 $0.00

100-11-1115 GENERAL FUND (NEW) $352,146.39 $352,146.89 $0.50

100-11-6202 SYNOVUS SECURITIES-(Market)

SYNOVUS SECURITIES- (Account) $2,399,613.55 $2,399,613.55 4/30/2024 Value

Total $5,438,660.95

100-11-1134               LANDFILL CLOSURE FUND QNB               $170,859.21 $170,859.21 $0.00

100-11-6201 SYNOVUS SECURITIES- (Account) $1,915,554.50 $1,915,554.50 5/31/2024 Value

Total $2,086,413.71

100-11-1135               JUVENILE COURT FUND QNB                 1630.511630.51$2,548.08 $2,548.08 $0.00

100-11-1139 CANDLER COUNTY JAIL FUND $53,418.36 $53,418.36 $0.00

100-11-1167               HOSPITAL RESERVE ACCOUNT                            $400,513.02 $400,513.02 $0.00

Fund 100 Totals $8,412,828.07

D.A.T.E. FUND

212-11-1132               D.A.T.E. QNBA                           $60,926.92 $60,926.92 $0.00

Fund 212 Totals $60,926.92

E-911 FUND

215-11-1138               E-911 FUND QNB                          $411,983.25 $411,983.25 $0.00

Fund 215 Totals $411,983.25

ARPA FUND

230-11-1170 AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT $431,273.95 $431,273.95 $0.00

Fund 230 Totals $431,273.95

LMIG FUND

250-11-1110               LMIG                               $832,245.39 $832,245.39 $0.00

Fund 250 Totals $832,245.39

SSD FUND

270-11-1110 Special Services District $125,435.20 $125,435.20 $0.00

270-11-6203 Special Services District-SYNOVUS $908,524.97 $908,524.97 5/31/2024 Value

Fund 270 Totals $1,033,960.17

INMATE FUND

285-11-1139               JAIL STORE FUND QNB                     $12,395.50 $12,395.50 $0.00

Fund 285 Totals $12,395.50

2018 SPLOST

321-11-1141 2018 SPLOST $1,103,584.40 $1,103,584.40 $0.00

Fund 321 Totals $1,103,584.40

2024 SPLOST

322-11-1141 2024 SPLOST QNB $179,412.59 $179,412.59 $0.00

322-11-1142 2024 SPLOST LEVEL II PROJECT 20% $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Fund 322 Totals $179,412.59

TSPLOST CAPITAL

335-11-1141               CASH IN BANK TIA SPLOST QNB             $1,773,587.06 $1,773,587.06 $0.00

Fund 335 Totals $1,773,587.06

NEW JAIL PROJECT ACTS

360-11-1111 CC JAIL SINKING FUND $75.00 $75.00 $0.00

360-11-1110 CC JAIL CONSTRUCTION ACT $995,884.46 $995,884.46 $0.00

360-11-1313 CD #80077 (#3) $4,122,412.12 $4,122,412.12 5/31/2024 Value

360-11-1314 CD #80079 (#4) $4,105,585.95 $4,105,585.95 5/31/2024 Value

Fund 360 Totals $9,223,957.53

HEALTH INS/PARETO

601-11-1112 HEALTH INSURANCE/RESERVE $1,148,721.44 $1,148,721.44 $0.00

601-11-1110 HEALTH INSURANCE/PARETO $281,828.91 $281,828.91 $0.00

Fund 601 Totals $1,430,550.35

Report Totals $32,431,779.84
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